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TEXT:  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
THEME:  THE SONG OF THE CHURCH—A MELODY OF RECONCILIATION 
 
Dear Waiting and Watching Advent Christians: 
 
In our special Advent services this year, using the theme:  Hark the Glad Sound, we said 
that the Song of Zechariah is a melody of repentance, the Song of Mary is a melody of 
remembrance, and the Song of the Angels is a melody of rejoicing.  Today we say that THE 

SONG OF THE CHURCH is a melody of reconciliation.  It is a most beautiful and needed 
melody.  The dictionary defines “reconciliation” as “when former enemies agree to an 
amicable truce; when enemies become friends again.”   
 
What would happen if we had no melody of reconciliation?  What would have become of 
the relationship between Joseph and Mary?  What would have happened for the thief on 
the cross?  What would happen in so much of what we see in our world today?  What 
would happen to us in all of our broken relationships with God and others if we had no 
melody of reconciliation?  
 
One way to look at our broken relationships is to see ourselves as dis-membered.  We are 
separated.  We are divided.  What has been meant to be together, united, one… is now 
parted, now divided, now separated.  
 
That’s what sin does.  That is what our limited understanding does.  That is what our 
smallness of mind does.  That is what our evil deeds result in.  We are dis-membered.  We 
are broken apart.  
 
That is not the way that our God wants us to remain.  He wants us to be reconciled.  He 
wants us to be re-membered.  He wants us to be re-membered with him.  He wants us to 
be re-membered with each other.  He wants us to be re-membered with ourselves. 
  
That was the angel’s message to Joseph.  Remember our Gospel lesson.  “This is how 
the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the 
Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly” (Matt 1:18-19).  
You see, Joseph knew better than anyone else that he was not the father of Mary’s child.  
Joseph and Mary were engaged.  Joseph loved Mary, loved her so much that he would not 
defile her or himself by being intimate with her before they were married.  Yet Mary was 
suddenly expecting a child.  The only logical conclusion Joseph could draw was that Mary 
had been unfaithful to him with another man.  He decided to divorce her, to dismember, to 
divide, to separate himself from her.  So Gabriel had to encourage Joseph to do the right 
thing by telling him the facts, the truth.  In effect, the angel told Joseph:  You are a good 
man, Joseph, and Mary has found favor with God.  Don’t dis-connect from her.  She will 
conceive by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son.  You are to call his name Jesus.  
He will take all dis-connected people and re-member them!  Let it start with you!  Re-
member with Mary! 
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It is an amazing truth that Joseph and Mary did marry.  It is an amazing truth that Joseph 
believed the message of the angel.  It is an amazing truth that they were re-membered, re-
connected, made one through marriage!  They knew, they experienced, they celebrated the 
melody of reconciliation! 
 
Jesus would go on to spread the melody of reconciliation throughout his ministry, a 
reconciliation made possible only through his perfect life and innocent death as our 
substitute.  There are so many wonderful examples of Jesus extending that blessed 
reconciliation to others.  None is more dramatic than the experience that Jesus had on the 
cross with one of the thieves crucified with him.  We love to sing about it.  During Holy 
Week we will sing “Jesus, re-member me, when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 
23:42).  
 
Those are the words of this thief who had come to understand that he had done a lot of dis-
connecting in his life time.  His crimes must have been severe.  How many people were 
disconnected because of his actions?  How many people had been hurt?  How many 
people were angry at him?  How many people were feeling that he was getting exactly what 
he deserved, hanging there on the cross?  How many people had been dis-membered, 
separated from him and from each other?  And how disconnected he must have been from 
God, for sin always separates us from our heavenly Father. 
 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom!”  And Jesus said, “I tell 
you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).  Jesus said:  I will 
re-member you.  I connect you to myself.  I forgive you for all the dismembering you have 
done.  
 
That is exactly what Jesus also does for us!  He re-members us.  He reconnects us.  He 
makes us one with him.  He saves his people from their sins.  He saves us from our sins!  
His name is Jesus.  
 
And he wants that news to be known.  What he has done for us, he has done for all people!  
That is the message that is our high and noble privilege to share.  When we do, we are told 
that we have beautiful feet.  That is what we say about the people who brought us that 
message.  They have beautiful feet! 
 
Who do you know who is disconnected, dis-membered, separated, alienated—whether 
from God, spouse, children, parents, neighbors, classmates, or co-workers?  Did a name or 
two pop into your head?  Now, make a pledge to yourself that before the end of 2015, 
within the next 11 days, you will assure them that in Jesus they are reconciled!  In Christ 
they are re-membered!  Share with them the song of the Church—the melody of 
reconciliation!  Remember, God “has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us.  We implore you on Christ's behalf:  Be reconciled to God.  God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:19-21).  Sing that song boldly, this Christmas 
season and always.  Amen. 


